YOUR DIAPERS
room War

‘Measure clears

: “way for creation

of ethics panel

By Lynn Bartels
and April M. Washington
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Colorado is on its way to creat-
ing an ethics commission, hope-
fully ending six months of utter
confusion about what gifts elect-
ed officials and government work-
€rs can and cannot accept.

Gov. Bill Ritter signed a bill
Thursday that supporters say
brings clarity to Amendment 41.

Senate Bill 210 creates the eth-
ics  commission required in
Amendment 41 and offers guide-

t 41 bil

lines to commission members on
reviewing complaints.

The bill's passage ends a tumul-
tuous effort to implement
Amendment 41, the so-called eth-
jcs-in-government law that vot-
ers approved last year. The
amendment sparked concerns
over whether government work-
ers’ children could receive schol-
arships or whether blizzard vic-
tims could accept donations.

“We are pleased that . . . govern-
ment employees can go on with
their private lives without
the scare tactics that su
scholarships or bl
would violate the law
Grueskin, the attorney for a coali-
tion formed to implement
Amendment 41.

Confusion arose bec of

how Amendment 41 was written
Even the chief backer, Jar Po-

T T T,

Iis, conceded that it was
worded.

House Speaker Andrew Roma= 1

noff, D-Denver, said that Amends
ment 41 contains two conflicting
passages. One outlaws elected of- B
ficlals, government employees
and their children. and governs
ment contractors from :\vveptmt
anything worth more than $50.
But another provision states
that the ban is nec v only if
1 person seeis

i under
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